
Call it a wonderful success story: The three days of events leading up to the 16 th Annual Greek 
Independence Day Parade drew crowds from throughout New England as Hellenes and 
Philhellenes commemorated Greek Independence Day in a stellar manner.  The Greek Parade 
is organized by the Federation of Hellenic-American Societies of New England (FHASNE), the 
Metropolis of Boston, and the Consulate of Greece in Boston. 

A week before the parade, the lovely and well-articulated Rodi Kantakas was selected by a 
panel of judges as Miss Greek Independence 2010.  Lydia Emmanouilidou was selected 1st 
Runner-up and Panayiota Lambrianidis was the 2nd  Runner-up.  The young ladies participated 
and proudly represented the youth at all of the Greek Independence Day Parade and related 
festivities. 

The three-day festivities commenced on Friday April 23rd at the Independence Day 
Commemoration at the Massachusetts State House.  This yearôs event drew a standing room 
only crowd at the House Chambers.  FHANSEôs Boston Evzones, under the direction of 
Demetrios Papaslis, stood guard throughout the program.  Honorable attendees included His 
Eminence Metropolitan Methodios, Consul General of Greece Constantinos  Orphanides, 
FHANSE President Eleni Vidalis, former Governor Michael Dukakis, Greek-American elected 
officials, representatives from Greece, and Professor Demetrios Pandermalis, Director of the 
New Acropolis Museum.  The attendees were welcomed on behalf of Massachusetts Governor 
Deval Partick by the Lieutenant Governor Tim Murray and the Greek American officials who 
serve in the State House. State   Senator Bruce Tarr served as Master of Ceremony.  The 
keynote speaker was Dr. Theoharis Theoharides. Christina Katsiolis, a sixth grade student at 
Hellenic American Academy in Lowell impressed the crowd and received several rounds of 
applause with her  essay on the significance of the Battle of Marathon on the occasion of its 
2500th  anniversary. His Eminence surprised Christina with a five-hundred dollar award for her 
winning essay. Eleni Vidalis, FHASNE President thanked Senator Tarr and Senator 
Panagiotakos and their Staff on behalf of the Board of Directors of FHASNE for their efforts and 
assistance in putting the event together. Ms. Vidalis stated:  
 
 "Today we have many young children, our youth, and our future.  Please join me in thanking 
our Evzones, our dance groups who performed and all the youth here today.  As we 
commemorate Greek Independence we are celebrating the strength and resolve of the human 
spirit as well as people's unbending will in the pursuit of freedom.  The greatness of the human 
spirit regardless of any effort to suppress it will always rise against tyranny and oppression.   
  
We should also be reminded that we must forever stay vigilant in fighting for our freedom, our 
democracy, our faith and our beliefs. In our efforts to maintain these things we must be 
UNITED, that is our strongest weapon in achieving our goals.ò 
 

Friday evening, Professor Demetrios Pandermalis, Director of the New Acropolis Museum, 

delivered his presentation on the museum at Harvard University to a full house, as attendees 

filled the aisles and steps of the auditorium. A lively question and answer session followed, as 

did a reception for all who attended. 

  
 
  

 



The festivities continued with FHASNEôs annual Dinner Gala on Saturday evening. Various 

dignitaries were on hand to celebrate at the sold out event.  The spotlight however, fell to Mr. 

Athanasios Vulgaropoulos, FHASNEôs honoree of the year for his years of service to the 

Hellenic-American community with honor and distinction.  Many family members and friends 

attended to honor Mr. Vulgaropoulos, who is well respected and loved throughout the 

community.  Gala attendees enjoyed a special performance by the Boston Evzones.  A total of 

five (5) scholarships were presented that evening including scholarships by FHASNE, Mr. Harry 

Katis, and the Dr. Hionidis Scholarship, given in memory of the late Dr. Constantinos Hionidis, 

who served as a president of FHASNE.  Scholarship recipients were Yolanda Tselepidakis, 

Dionysia Katsaros, Georgia Papagianopoulos, Alexandra Vulgaris & Paulina Patsios. 

On Sunday morning, His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios presided over a Doxology which 
followed the Divine Liturgy at St. John Greek Orthodox Church in Boston.  Members of the 
Greek Parliament, dignitaries, members of the Board of Directors of FHANSE, and the Boston 
Evzones were in attendance. 

The Greek Parade immediately followed and the City of Boston was transformed from a bustling 
metropolis to a celebration of Greek pride.  The parade was kicked off by none other than the 
Boston Evzones, who once again impressed the onlookers with their perfect march, and the 
now well recognized unmistakable sound as their tsarouxia hit the pavement in perfect 
synchrony.   Thousands of people attended, as decorative floats intermingled with parade 
participants and marching bands. Children and adults dressed in ethnic costumes proudly 
marched down Boylston Street waving their Greek and American flags.  Parade Grand 
Marshalls were Mayor of the City of Boston, Thomas M. Menino, His Eminence Metropolitan 
Methodios, and Professor Demetrios Pandermalis.  Enthusiastic spectators lined the full length 
of the parade route on Boylston St. to enjoy the Greek American communityôs most popular 
celebration!   

When asked about what he attributed the great turnout to, Mr. Themistocles Vulgaris, FHASNE 
General Secretary and PR Chair offered that this year, extra steps were taken by FHASNEôs 
Board of Directors, parade organizers, to promote the parade outside of the Greek community.  
This included advertising on MBTA buses that service the downtown area and surrounding 
communities.  He stated, ñI think this helped a lot. In recent years, spectators tended to 
congregate and crowd closer to the end of the parade route. This year we saw that the 
spectators were spread all along the route. ò 

Mr. Themistoklis Karatzas, FHASNE 1
st
 Vice President said that he was very pleased with the turnout.  

He stated, "This year's parade once again brought the Greek community together to celebrate Greek 

Independence Day.  I want to thank all the participants for their time and effort and to everyone 
who came - thank you!  I look forward to seeing all of you again next year!" 

This was not the end of the parade! The festivities continued with a celebration at the Boston 
Common by the Parkman bandstand, which featured music, Greek folk dancers, vendors, and 
food.  Maria Binieris, FHASNE Treasurer who for three years now has coordinated the activities 
at the Common stated ñThis has become a wonderful tradition for families to enjoy after the 
parade.  People look forward to it, and it is evident from the crowds we draw.  This event also 
offers us the opportunity to share our rich culture, including our music and dances to the non-
Greek members of the community, who really seem to enjoy the Greek dancing.ò 



All of these events could not have been as successful as they were without YOUR help and support!  
Thank you to all you participated sponsored and volunteered.   

Kai tou Cronou, Me ugeia! 

ZHTW H ELLADA 

 

They say a picture is worth a thousand words. We hope you enjoy! 
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